
1 

 

Jesus is our Perfect Shepherd - Hebrews 7:23-28 

 

 The sermon message for this Sunday is from the Epistle of today. 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

 Dear Christian friends; 

 Soon the month of November will be with us. And during that month, the 

Christian Church will focus on two things: The coming end of the world, and the 

mission and ministry of the church that continues as long as this world endures. We 

have a special reason to think about the mission and ministry of our congregation, for 

the month of November is also the month of our congregation's anniversary, as this 

year we celebrate 40 years serving God's people here at Faith and for 15 years at 

Grace.  

 Yes, we have every reason for rejoicing, when we think of all the blessings 

that God has bestowed upon us as a congregation. At the same time, we should ask 

Him to continue blessing us and the ministry that our church undertakes in His name 

and by His command. 

 

 In the Apostle's Creed we confess that we believe in the holy, Christian 

Church, the communion of saints. We believe that the church is what it is - and that 

this congregation is what it is, because it is God's church.  

 God brings His people together as a church for the mutual care and concern 

we give to one another, for the encouragement we provide for one another, and for 

the service we can offer one another. He brings us together as a church, or perhaps, 

even better, as His family, to live, work, love, laugh, and suffer together as His 

children.  

 And during this month of November, as we look forward to celebrating 

another year of our family history, we want to focus on our church and its mission 

and ministry. We want to focus on the challenges and opportunities we have as God's 

church, and how we can help this congregation be the best it can be.  

 

 Our text today gives us a good starting point, as it speaks to us of the priests 

(or pastors) of the Old Testament in contrast with the perfect priesthood of Christ. 
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When we think of the church, we tend to think of it as a group of people who gather 

together in God's name, who call a pastor to serve them and to share God's word with 

them. And happy is the church which finds a good and faithful pastor to shepherd the 

flock. 

 Friends, how to describe the perfect pastor. The perfect pastor is the one who 

condemns sin, but never hurts anyone's feelings. He works from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. in 

every type of work. He has a nice family, drives a good car, and gives 10% of his 

salary to the church. He also contributes to every good cause that comes around.  

 He spends all his time with a straight face because he has a sense of humour 

that keeps him seriously devoted to his work. He makes fifteen calls a day on church 

members, spends all his time evangelizing the unchurched, and is never out of the 

office. 

 I do not know of any pastors who meet those standards. For that matter, I really 

do not know any pastors, myself included who truly meet the biblical qualifications 

of a pastor.  

 St Paul say in Ephesian 4: Now the overseer must be above reproach, the 

husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able 

to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not 

a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see that his children 

obey him with proper respect. (If anyone does not know how to manage his own 

family, how can he take care of God's church?) He must not be a recent convert, 

or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. He 

must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into 

disgrace and into the devil's trap.  

 

 Friends, have you met this kind of a pastor? What we do see is something far 

different. There was a time when people held Pastors in respect and reverence, and 

felt they deserved it. But today, more people tend to think of clergyman as money 

hungry, power hungry, uncaring individuals who are only out to serve themselves, 

not the people of the church.  

 Pastors are not perfect—but they also are not as bad as they are often made out 

to be. Like all the people of the church, they are sinners.  

 

 Our text reminds us that all of the priests of the past had to offer sacrifices for 

their own sins, as well as for the sins of the people. The law appoints as high priests 
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men who are weak, our text says. We pastors make mistakes, just like everyone else. 

We have our strengths and weaknesses, just like everyone else. We face the same 

temptations and struggle with them, just like everyone else. And we need forgiveness, 

just like everyone else. That is why we all—pastors and laymen—need the ministry 

of the only perfect Shepherd, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

  Jesus is the perfect Shepherd because, as our text tells us, He is holy, 

blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He does not sin 

like other pastors. He does not have the weaknesses or make the mistakes of other 

pastors. He does have all the qualities we would expect of the perfect pastor. 

 He is a great preacher, who speaks God's word with wisdom and authority. He 

teaches us God's word in its truth and purity, for He Himself is God. He is a caring, 

concerned pastor of His people, dealing with them in all their times of hurt and need, 

giving Himself to serve His people even to the point of exhaustion.  

 

 In Christ, we have a Shepherd who gives us the comfort we need in our 

moments of sorrow or fear, as He assures us of His love and of His power to help and 

save His people. In Christ, we have a pastor who not only announces that we are 

forgiven. He is actually the one who gives us that forgiveness, as He gives Himself 

for His people in the greatest act of ministry, dying in our place upon the cross, and 

then overcoming death itself in His glorious resurrection to continue to minister to 

His people. 

 And that perfect Shepherd still ministers among us. He is with us now, still 

speaking to us through the words of Scripture. He is with us, surrounding us with His 

love and care. He is with us, to help, encourage and strengthen His people.  

 

 But He also ministers through the under-shepherds or pastors He has given to 

the church. St. Paul tells us “11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, 

the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work 

of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity 

of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be 

children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 

doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.  
15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him 

who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held 
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together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 

properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” 

 

 Jesus gave pastors to the church, to help God's people grow in their faith and 

life. He did not give pastors as the hired hands of the church, but as the shepherd of 

God's people. He did not give pastors to rule over the church, but to work with the 

people in the service of Christ. He did not give pastors as the sinless judges of the 

people of the church, but as forgiven sinners, to share that forgiveness with other 

sinners.  

 And what a blessing it is when the church and its pastor work together as 

brothers and sisters in Christ to do all that God, our gracious Father has made it 

possible for us to do. 

 

 Friends, 11 years ago I accepted your call as an assistant pastor. And when I 

took this call, I did not do it because I felt I was the perfect pastor for the job. In fact, 

if anything, I felt that I was the wrong man for the job. I thought that my skills would 

serve better in a Spanish congregation because my first language is Spanish. My 

English was not good, and there are still struggles with it. I am hoping that by now 

you are used to my accent and you understand what I say. Also, I thought I did not 

have the mission skills the congregation needed.  

 But God is not confined by our human understanding of things, and so He 

brought us together as pastor and people, to work together in His kingdom. And in 

spite of my abilities and limitations, or for that matter, in spite of your abilities and 

shortcomings, He has done great things as we have worked, worshipped, prayed and 

served together in His church. He has brought great blessings to our mutual, shared 

ministry.  

 That is because the perfect Shepherd, Jesus Christ, is the true pastor of this 

church. His ministry of forgiveness and life has made the difference. His ministry has 

made us what we are today. 

 

 We can be sure that this perfect Shepherd will continue to work with us to 

bless all we undertake together as pastor and people in His church. For my part, I will 

seek to be faithful to my calling as a servant of Christ. I will try, with the help of God, 

to be what all God's people should be: imitators of Christ. I will strive to teach, preach, 

encourage, admonish, advice, help, and support, pray and care for you in such a way 
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that you will see Christ at work in both me and the church. But I cannot do any of it 

without you. Christ has not called pastors to work alone, but with God's people. So I 

ask you to pray for me, to forgive me when I need it, to work with me, and help me 

to minister to you and to our community. And we will see God do great things among 

us here at Faith and Grace. Amen. 

 

 In the name of the Father, and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 


